HERITAGE NEWS

From Westside Historical Society, Inc.
www.Barrencreekheritage.org Sylvia Bradley, Editor
Volume 16 No. 1

Westside Welcomed in the Holidays i e “‘w
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December was indeed a busy month for Westside Historical Society!!
Beginning with the now-traditional Mardela Springs Christmas Heritage Tour
on December 4, and on through a Christmas Eve service in the Barren Creek
Springs Church, hundreds enjoyed the spirit of Christmas.

On Sunday, Dec. 4, WHS welcomed Tour visitors to the Barren Creek
Springs Church. There, from 4 to 7pm, Hazel Willing and Mark Evans played
traditional carols and holiday music on the beautiful old pump organ, and Peg
Rider and Herman Fletcher greeted everyone. Herman also brought his
beautiful sleigh for the front church yard! And this year visitors could make
use of the new restroom facilities!! In the museum guests could enjoy the
exhibits, hosted by volunteers J.C. and Henrietta Parker, Autumn Collins and
daughter Rebecca, Randall Hughes, Becky and Bill Patterson, Bob and Polly
Majors, Betty Cordrey, and Dora Bailey. Polly also served refreshments in the
Veterans Hall, where WHS member Carl Mclntyre and friends Hal Boyd and
George MacNamara played beautiful dulcimer music. The front of the
museum was beautifully decorated with magnolia and other greenery, thanks
to Vivian Calder! Inside, Henri and J.C. Parker, Dora Bailey, and Sylvia Bradley
had decorated the Evans Parlor with a tree, old-fashioned toys, and the set of
large Nativity figures donated several years ago by Rodney and Dottie Austin.
In the Fire House, where approximately 20 vendors had set up tables with
great gifts for sale, WHS had a table manned by Dixie Eddye! Visitors picked
up their tour maps and schedules at the Fire House, and also could buy
delicious food and treats from the Mardela Fire Co. Auxiliary. This year, as a
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including the musical entertainment in all the churches, a tour of the Parks
home and, in the Adkins Complex, the Brattan-Taylor Store, Young
farmhouse, Whitelock home, town exhibits in the Cannery building, and
more. Trams carried folks around town, and Santa was there for the kiddies
to visit. Also adding to the evening was an exhibit of Northwestern
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house, and caroling.

On December 12, Westside members and friends celebrated
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Chance Winery. The food, largely prepared by Claudia Hudson, with ‘
scrumptious desserts from several members, was delicious. A Silent Auction KA
yielded some additions to our coffers. Thanks to all those who contributed
items for the auction and to those who bid on them! A 50/50 Door Prize was S\ 7 o 1
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won by Bill Wilson, who then graciously turned it
over to Charlie and Melissa Echard, both faculty
members at Northwestern school, to be given to a
need family for Christmas gifts for the children.

Also, on Dec. 10 WHS and Pemberton Hall Fdn.
again presented a workshop teaching participants
how to make their own old-fashioned natural
wreaths & swags for Christmas decorations. Many
thanks to Vivian Calder, Ed Taylor, and Bill Wilson
who taught and demonstrated, and to Pat Taylor of
PHF for furnishing the hot cider! Lots of fun and a
bit of fundraising as well!

The members of the Oasis
Methodist church congregation,
led by Rev. Howard Travers, held a
beautiful service opened to the
public, on Christmas Eve in the
Barren Creek Springs Church. A
perfect culmination to the Holiday
Season!

From WHS Archives
The High Cost of Dying,
in 1935
A recent addition to WHS archival collections was a

small collection of papers relating to the death of
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from these papers that this was a not unfamiliar
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These documents do not itemize the actual cost of
burial or of possible medical costs associated with her
passing. Rather, these papers detail the cost of
settlement her modest estate. And this was during the
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Administrator of the estate was Levin H. Graham,
who sold her personal property and real estate and
oversaw the payment of any debts. The real estate was
sold for $1250, her personal property for $168.95, and
the house was rented for $40. The total expense of
the estate was $491.54, the collateral inheritance tax of
5% was levied on $724.45. The tax of 1% on the
F RYAY A& Nissior2(dité Levih Brgham) was
only $2.16. The auctioneer of the real estate, E.
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commission of 10% amounted to $123.00. Legal
services by F. Grant Goslee amounted to $35.00. And
the charges for recording, postage, and notary were
$5.74. These expenses all amounted to $697.66,
leaving a balance of $770.31 to be divided into five
parts. The five beneficiaries were Levin Graham himself;
FYRe&@ DN} KIFIYQa o OKAfRNByYy:
and Benjamin Graham; the two daughters of William
Graham, Ona Brown and Lucy Elliott; the children and
grandchildren of Nancy Graham Goslee, Jennie Taylor,
Bertie Taylor, plus Lillie Evans
children Della Miller, Myra
Evans, and Lelia Kaufman; and
finally the five children of
Samuel Graham ¢ Nita Pollitt,
Alice Evans, Winnie Graham,
Sarah Graham, and Phillip
Graham. In the case of the
grandchildren of Lillie Evans, each received only $17.12!
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At the November Board meeting, the winning
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raffle ¢ was pulled by Evelyn Reederdaughter of Tania
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share was $350+, a happy surprise so close to
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Christmas Dinner Party

Above: Pat and Ralph Hooper & daughter Kathy Magner

Laura Layton & Tania Hudson, above ; Mildred Phillips,
Carol Robinson & Janice Wright, below

Left:Dotty Atkinson looking
@SNE &/ K Bebow:{
Good to see Ed & Doretta
Taylor looking great!

left: Brad Hudson, Jay & Kim Walker
Below: Hazel Willing & Betty Cordrey

enjoying a chat. Right: Judy Bailey
shines in that Christmas red!




Worlds Rarest Automobile
This story comes from one of our readers via the internet!)

This is the car that in 1954 could have "killed"
the Corvette. So, Chevrolet, being GM's big sales and
profit division, campaigned to GM to "kill" this car.
When Chevy was coming out with its 6-cyl. sports car
with its 2-speed "powerglide" transmission and side
curtains, here was a sports car from Olds with a big old
V-8 and power windows.

So, GM said no to Oldsmobile on building this car.
The wald's rarest automobilea 1954 Concept Old's
Rocket F88 - the only one in existence. JohnS.
Hendricks, (Discovery Communications founder) paid in
excess of 3 million to acquire this 1954 Oldsmobile F-88
Convertible Concept Car .

After spending decades as a collection of parts
stuffed into wooden crates, the F-88 was reassembled.
In 1954, the F-88 was a Motorama Dream Car, and was
one of only two, or an unconfirmed possible three, ever
created.

The F-88 seen here is literally the only car left of its
kind, and was sold to John and Maureen Hendricks at
the prestigious Barrett-Jackson Auto Auction in
Scottsdale, Arizona, for an unbelievable $3,240,000.
This acquisition made automotive history, and is in the
cornerstone of the Gateway Colorado Automobile
Museum, in its own special room in a rotating display,
worthy of the F-88!

(and the following also comes from the internet, courtesy of
Glenn Watson, father of member Glenda Pusey)

And speaking of automobiles. ... The
First Automobile Assembly Line everyone knows
was the brainchild of Henry Ford. But until recently,
few people had seen a rare film of the work on that
assembly line. To see film of this first assembly line,
including making the wooden spoke wheels that were
like wagon wheels, go to
www.youtube.com/swf/l.swf?video id=S4

Do any of our readers recall that famous Model T
Ford? The following was written by one who does.

As | recall, there were twlevers behind the
steering wheel.One was for gas which, of course,
controlled speedThe other one was for spark which
controlled rate of spark plug firing and usually didn't
have to be movedThere were three pedals on the floor:
clutch, brake anddon't remember about the thirdThe
gas tank fill was on the hood just in front of the
windshield. The gas gauge was kept on the floor of the
front seat. It was a very efficient device and easy to use:
pick up stick, unscrew gas tank cap, insert thenaee
stick, observe the amount of wetnesEhe later models
had a temperature gauge on top of the radiatdks
cars advanced, the gauge moved inside and a hood
ornament took its place on the hootlechanical
failure of the windshield wiper was almostkumown.

The wiper was positioned in front of the driver with a
fixture at the top. This fixture extended through the
glass with a small handle located on the insiddl.the
driver had to do was move the handle side to side to
operate the wiper.The fist cars had a bulb horn but the
later ones had an electric horithis is one thing that
has not been improved through the yeaModern
horns are no match at all for the Model T's
UUUUUUUGA!!!
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ModelT as other vehicles took. First started in 1809
sold for $95@; big price for therg wages in his plant
were $5 a day, really good pay. The&ork day was
reduced form 9 hours to 8, but in doing that he could
have 3 production shifts, building 24 hoarday.

We would loveto hearl y& 2 ¥
accounts of thosé&F I Y2 dz&a a2 RS
email] your memories!
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the car, so maybe someone can help us. The pictcoenes
from around Tyaskin.ffom the Russell & Phyllis Cooper
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January 20 has been inauguration day for every U.S. President since 1937.
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Just for Kids Page

Do You Like to Take Photos? Martin Luther King Jr. Day is Jan. 16
Fifteen year-old photographer Marlin Shank was Do you know who Martin Luther King Jr. was? Do
fortunate enough to capture several images of a
rare albino ruby-throated hummingbird while in a
park in Staunton, Va. Let these amazing photos
speak for themselves.

you know why we celebrate his birthday?

Martin Luther King was a very important leader in
the movement to ensure civil
rights for the African-American

people in the United States. As
a Baptist minister, born in
Georgia in 1929, he was
assassinated at the height of
his career leading a non-violent
protest movement in 1968 at
the age of 39. Here are some ="y

things about his life that we have worked into a
word puzzle. Write the word completing the clue
in the spaces. Number 1 has been done for you.

Why not try your hand at taking photos? Look When completed, the vertical letters in the boxes
around your home, your town or neighborhood. Take will spell out a phrase.
pictures of any unusual or especially interesting things. 1. City where he was killed was ___
Or look for the things that make you proud of your 2. Youngest man ever awarded the __ Peace Prize
home or neighborhood. Send us copies if you like and 3. t NBaARSYUOl Yyuyyyy AY wmdppco
we will publish them in the next newsletter. plan to join other organizations in a March for
TTTTTTTTT Jobs & Freedom on Washington
. . . 4. Organization he helped found and became its
A Neat Trick With A $20 Bill president in Montgomery, Ala. Was the
1) Fold aNEW $20 bill in half... Southern ___ Leadership Conference.
2) Fold again, taking aa to fold it exactly 5. Law passed by U.S. Congress in 1965 marking a
3) Fold the other end, exactly &fore major guarantee for civil rights for all races was
4) Now, simply turn itover... What a coincidence! the __ Rights Act.
A simple geometric fold creates @atastrophic 6. The forced separation of the races, called
premonition printed on all $2ills!!! Here is what was the majorobject2 ¥ YA Yy 3IQa LINR G
you've seen...Firstly The Pentagonon fire.... Then 7. In 1963 March on Washington he gave the
_The Twin Towers. FlY2dza aL | @S | ¢Qgypgé a
TTTTTTTTT 8. t NBad Yuywyyw aA3IySR GKS o
New Old Doll In the Museum a national holiday
This pretty doll donated to the 9. He played a major role in the boycott of city
museum by Alice Adkins Evans is busesin ___, Alabama
probably about 90 years old! It 1 MEMPHIS
was a favorite doll of Helen 2. -
Adkins and has beautiful eyes 3 *
OKF i/ 1HEt ' LA OBRAAY ' .« T
Bedroomexhibit and if you visit 4. -
the museum in the spring you 5. *
can see it there! Do you have a T T
doll like this one? . -
7. *
8. o
9. *
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What Mah Is This?

Do you know why this month is called January? The
names we give to our months often go back to the
ancient Romans! For example, January is named after
the Roman god Janus, the god of doorways and
beginnings who had two faces, one looking back and
one forward. A Roman ruler in 700 BC created January
and February, adding them on to the end of the 10
month calendar they had at the time. In 46 BC Julius
Caesar added a day to January to make it 31 days long
and declared it would be the first month of the year.

BUT the Norse people called their month Thor,
naming it after their god of thunder and storms. And
the Anglo-Saxons who helped conquer and settle part
of ancient England called the same time of the year
Wolfmonth because wolves came into the villages in
winter in search of food.

The Native-American Cheyenne and Crow tribes also
have their own names for this month, and they also are
names describing things they associate with the time
period. January is called Ootchiashia, or the period of
Long Nights. February is Buluxe Alasatchikaashe, or
the month When Ice Is Thickest.

If you were making up a name for the months, what

would you call them? Send us your choices!!

TTTTTTTTT

/s it all in the Package??
Havey2 dz S@SNJ KSI NR {KS
the packaging? What do you think this means? A
hundred years ago the business of advertising was just
getting started in a big way. Now the huge companies
which produce the advertisements we see on TV, the
Internet, Facebook and Twitter, in magazines and
newspapers, are so influential they often determine
what we eat, wear, play, read, travel in, and want. How
they do that is sometimes quite obvious and often is
very subtle.

An example is the rise of the popularity of Coca-
[ 2F 1 @ ¢tKAa 0SOSNI IS KI a
term coined by advertisers to avoid mentioning non-
alcoholic) not only in the U.S. but around the world.
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Look at this picture of the changes in the shape of
the Coca-Cola bottles from its beginnings in 1899
through the late 1900s. Why do you think the company
would go to the expense of making such changes in just
the shape of the bottle the drink came in?

Think about the changes that automobile
companies make in the shape, colors, and styles of cars.
Many of these are not related to issues such as safety,
but simply to appealing to our tastes and ideas of
beauty.
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Look at these pictures from il
the Barren Creek Heritage
Museum of shoes and shoe
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homes even intothe first half
of the 1900s. The men of the
families here would make repairs shoes as needed. No
one had enough money to run out and buy a new pair if
the old ones were scratched or even outgrown. So
styles changed very little. One change did come about
GKS GdzNy 2F GKS OSydzNE
decorated high-top button and hook shoes, seen
above. Again, almost all shoes were black or brown.
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changes in styles reflect the amount of spendable
income people have!

TTTTTTTTT
Do you believe thi

s ?

In the 1800s and the early 1900s when few ordinary
people had indoor plumbing and bathtubs, many took
baths not more often than once a week. A big tub was
placed usually in the kitchen near the cook stove where
water could be heated, and the whole family took turns
taking a bath. Men came first, then women, the children,
and last of all, the baby. By then the water was so dirty

throw out the baby with the bathwater!!!!

you could lose someone in it! So the sayingwas8 ¢ b 6




Our Readers Write:

In response to the question about the house in
Mardela Spirngs in the Nov. newsletter, Franklin Elliott
correctly identified it as the house owned by his mother
and father. He correctly thought it was built by James
Bacon who also built the house across the street,
directly in front of the Church where Guy and Edna
Jackson lived. He also thinks Edna was the daughter of
James Bacon. Does anyone know if this is correct? The
house today is the beautiful home of Randy and
Rosemary Slacum.

The picture we asked about in the same newsletter
was correctly identified as Rev. Joshua Thomas,
Gt I NAE2Y 2 Fwhdl irfisteredddBlitighR & £
occupiers on Tangier Island, Virginia in War of 1812
before they moved to take Baltimore. He predicted
their defeat and he was correct. Thomas preached lively
sermons to the residents in and around his log canoe,
theaaSGiK2RAaGE¢ @
around1850 to a small church on Deal Island Road in
Somerset County west of Princess Anne. Visiting his
grave site and chapel is a great day trip. You will also
see a familiar portrait of Thomas in the white clapboard
church. This comes from Tim Howard, Director at the
J. Millard Tawes Museum in Crisfield comes this
response. Thanks Tim!! Tim also recommends you
read, Parson of the Islands, by Adam Wallace for
insight into past and current Eastern Shore culture.

TTTTTTTTT

New Donation to the Museum Collections

Many thanks to Earl and Betty Tull of Seaford who
donated in December this terrific object. It has been
put in the Transportation Exhibits, but beyond that we
are not going to identify it until next month. Meanwhile,
we would love to hear from our readers who might
know what it is/was,
and how it was used.

Hint ¢ travelers needed

it. It comes from the
lower Eastern Shore

and is approximately
Hcé GFHEtE Ly
it is about 150 years

old. One small part is
missing. Send us your
best guesses or
information.

January /February Work Schedule Set For W
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The Barren Creek Heritage Museum will be
closed until mid-to-late April and WHS members will use
this time to do some much-needed housekeeping. We
print the schedule here, because we need volunteers
for many of these tasks. Any who can come out to help
is most welcome!! Contact Director Sylvia Bradley by
email [ sxbradley@salisbury.edu ] or phone [410-726-
8047 ] if you can help; even if you are available on
dates not listed below please let us know. We can
adjust our schedule and will be working in the Office at
other times.

Jan.14¢Sat.cA gAY G SNRT Ay A€
to noon, lunch break, back 1 to 2 pm.

Jan. 16 - Mon. 7:00 WHS Board & Members
meeting, Bennett-Layton House 24957 Delmar Rd.

Jan. 20 -- Friday € 10 to 3:20 ¢ InOffice work on
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construction

Jan. 26-27T Thurs. & Fri. ¢ 10 to 12 each day ¢
in Museum ¢ beginning work on Veterans Exhibit room

Feb. 1 & Feb.8 C¢Wed. 11to 2 ¢in Museum ¢
work on Veterans Exhibits

Feb. 9 ¢ 10 to 2 ¢ begin work on Eco-history
Exhibits in Museum

Feb. 14 & 16 ¢ Tues and Thurs. ¢ in Office ¢
work on Eco-history exhibits panel construction

Feb. 20-21 ¢ Mon & Tues. ¢ in Office ¢ working
on panels for Museum Exhibits

TTTTTTTTT

News from the Denton Jobeta/30, 1893

The Post Office Department, upon the petition of

eighty-seven patrons and of the postmaster at Barren
Creek Springs, Wicomico county, Md., has changed the

name of the post office to MardetBprings. The now
name is a combination of the first three letters of
Maryland and the first four letters of Delaware. The

post office is near the Delaware line. This is the second
time its name has boon changed. On one occasion it was
changed to Russurmand then changed back to Barren

Creek Springs.
TTTTTTTTT

WordstotheWise.....
* Accept that some days you're thé\pjeome
days you're the statue.
* Always keep your words soft andlesatsatcasg
you have to eat them.
* Always wear stuff that will make you logK go
you die in the middle of it..
* If you can't be kind, at Ieageé the decency to
vague.

[N

N>


mailto:sxbradley@salisbury.edu

Ancient Log Outbuildings on farm in Wicomico County

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow, The year is going, let hir
out the false, ring in theltifdel ord Tennyson

Blasts of January would blow you through and through.
William Shakespeare

Next Board & Members Meeting of
Westside Historical Society Inc.
MONDAY 7 JANUARY 16, 2012
Business meeting begins 7:00 pm
At
Bennett-Layton House
24957 Delmar Road

Mardela Springs MD 21837
For info phone 410-726-8047

Agenda Items:
Westside Heritage Festival plans
Museum winter work schedule
Financial updates & plans
Programming for 2012

Come & Bring a Friend !!
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a molder of consenGusMartin Luther King, Jr.

Westside Historical Society
P.O. Box 120

Mardela Springs MD 21837
www.barrencreekheritag.org
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